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ARHS Moulamein/Deniliquin 


Weekend Tour, 6/7 October 1989 


FRIDAY 6th 


On Friday 6th and Saturday 7th October, 1989 the 
ARHS Victorian Division ran a tour into southern 
New South Wales, covering the branches north of 
Echuca to Moulamein and Deniliquin. The tour train 
ran via Seymour, taking the cross country line from 
Toolamba to Echuca. 

On the Melbourne to Seymour section the train con- 
sisted of J515, 75BW, 82BW and sleeping cars Coliban, 
Pekina, Loddon, Inman and Goulburn. The train 
departed at 19 03, three minutes late, from platform 4 at 
Spencer Street. As our train departed, X48 (the last 
blue X class loco) was noted as being the second unit to 
an N class loco on the Overland, and 8172 was at the 
head of the Sydney Express. The run through the sub- 
urbs was marred by the sight of two graffiti vandals 
defacing the walls of Oak Park station. We passed 
through Broadmeadows at 19 34, 11 minutes late. The 
first sighting of a goods train for the night was made on 
the approach to Donnybrook, when G523 and G518 
rolled past us with a down standard gauge goods, 
loaded primarily with containers. As we came closer to 
Donnybrook, the two Gs slowed down, indicating that 
they would cross the up /ntercapital Daylight at Donny- 
brook Loop. As our special steam train passed through 
Donnybrook we were still 1 minute late, the time being 
19 53. JS15 then began to tackle the grade up to Bev- 
eridge, where the up Daylight hurried past with 42218 at 
the head of the train. The J was now able to take a 
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breather, as we coasted down the grade towards Wal- 
lan. We passed through there at 20 06 and commenced 
the long climb to Heathcote Junction, which was 
reached at 20 12. Our first scheduled stop for the night 
was at Kilmore East, where we arrived at 20 24, now 
only four minutes late. Our train was put into the siding | 
to allow the down Albury pass. to run past. While} 
watering the J, four trains went by, the first being the | 
standard gauge goods that had last been seen at Don- 
nybrook. Then the down Albury pass. with A60 came 
and went, subsequent to which T384 passed with an 
up oil train, and finally another standard gauge 
down goods passed, hauled by SRA locos 8166/70. | 
Our departure from Kilmore East was at 20 56, six | 
minutes late. 


The next train seen was the up Seymour DRC, be- 
tween Kilmore East and Broadford. An unscheduled 
stop, lasting one minute, was made at Broadford. | 
Departure from Broadford was at 21 05, five minutes | 
late. Arrival time at Seymour was 21 33, only three | 
minutes late. The train was now remarshalled to sim- 
plify the shunting operations which would be required 
when the train reached Echuca. Gou/burn had been at | 
the wrong end of the train and its position was altered, 
and 43BPL was added. While the shunting was carried | 
out, a few more through train movements occurred on | 
both broad and standard gauges. These were the pass- | 
ing of 8179 on another standard gauge down goods, | 
X32 on a down broad gauge empty steel train, B76 and | 


Y133 poses at Wakool station on the return journey from Moulamein on Sat.7.10.89. (John Dare) 
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1374 on an up goods. X31/51 and T408 on another up 


| broad gauge goods and finally the arrival of S317 and 


T379 on a down goods which was stabled in the yard. 
Our train had ‘grown’ and it now consisted of J515, 
Y133 (dead attached), WT236 (water tank), GY1627 
(coal truck), Goulburn, Coliban, Pekina, Loddon, 
Inman, 75/82BW, 16ABE, 3BCE, 29BCPL and 43BPL. 
The rear portion of the train (sitting cars) would now be 
able to be pulled straight off the consist at Echuca, thus 
eliminating the need for time consuming shunting 
manoeuvres. These cars formed the consist for the 
Rochester shuttles on Saturday. At 23 58 our ‘mixed’ 
train departed Seymour, bound for Echuca and 
beyond. Our 17 minutes early departure from Seymour 
was very handy, as we had to observe a 40 km/h speed 
limit between Toolamba and Echuca. 


SATURDAY 7th 


Nagambie was passed at 00 31 and Murchison East 
greeted us at 00 55, 10 minutes early. The next stop was 


_ made at the junction station of Toolamba ai 01 18. We 


now went over from train order territory to staff and 


_ ticket territory. The train took to the cross country line 
- at 0122. How long has it been since a J class loco ran on 


this line? I managed to stay awake to note the time of 
departure from my home town of Kyabram at 02 27, 
two minutes late. 

I awoke to see the dry, flat country of the southern 
Riverina pass by and noted that we would soon be 
arriving at our first destination of Moulamein. The 
large grain storage building and silos came into view 
and we arrived at Moulamein at 06 26, 14 minutes 
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Y133 at Moulamein. Sat.7.10.89. (Grant Payne) 


S we td 


early. After being uncoupled from our train (Goulburn, 
Coliban, Pekina, Loddon and Inman), Y133 positioned 
some VHGFs on the silo road and then recoupled to 
our special. All participants in the tour then proceeded 
to the Royal Hotel for breakfast. After an enjoyable 
meal, tour patrons had the choice of rejoining the train 
at the station or walking to the first photostop location 
for the day, on the outskirts of Moulamein. The Y class 
loco and its train ran across the bridge at the photostop 
site and then departed at 08 18, three minutes down on 
the schedule. The next photostop was at Burraboi, 
where there is a very extensive grain storage and load- 
ing complex. We arrived here at 09 09 and departed 
soon afterwards. Wakool is the only station on the 
branch to retain a station building (with the exception 
of Mallee sheds) and it was the site of our next photo- 
stop. Arrival time was 09 22, departure being seven 
minutes later. The special was now one minute early. 
Caldwell was reached at 09 51, four minutes early and 
here another photostop was held, where the Mallee 
shed and nameboard survived, although there were a 
few bullet holes in evidence! We left Caldwell with 
time to spare at 09 59. Past Bunnaloo (at 10 19) and 
Womboota (at 10 36) our special train arrived at Barnes 
nine minutes early at 10 56. Another photo run was 
held here and after we had cleared the points and com- 
pleted all safeworking we departed Barnes ten minutes 
early at 11 05. Our train ambled through Moama at 
11 18 and after we had crossed the new rail bridge our 
arrival at Echuca was 11 22, 21 minutes early. Our train 
had been the second passenger train to use the new 
bridge, with the first, consisting of N453, Norman, 
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The tour train at the photostop, leaving Moulamein on Sat.7.10.89. (Hugo van den Berghe) 


SZ287 and Goulburn having run on 16th August, 
1989. 

After everyone had detrained, our train was placed 
in number 2 road to allow the Rochester shuttle to use 
the platform upon arrival. I did not note the time of its 
arrival, but I think it was close to 11 45. The train con- 
sisted of J515, 75/82BW, 16ABE, 3BCE, 29BCPL and 
43BPL. Once passengers had detrained, the shuttle 
train, shunted from the platform to make way for the 
‘Denny Day Tour’ train. This train was a couple of 
minutes late, being due at 12 15. The consist of the day 
tour train was B65, Yarra, 30AE, 2AE and 14BE. From 
all of these consists, one long train was assembled, the 
order being Y133, Yarra, 30AE, 2AE, 14BE, Goulburn, 
Coliban, Pekina, Loddon, Inman, 75/82BW, 16ABE, 
3BCE and finally WT236. This was quite a train! The 
‘Deniliquin Mixed’ departed Echuca at approximately 
13 18 and at 13 19 J515 became the first steam locomo- 
tive to use the new Echuca rail bridge, unfortunately in 
drizzling rain. The train then departed the bridge at 13 
22 and stopped at Moama station to pick up passengers 
at 13 25. Meanwhile, back at Echuca, B65 had departed 
for Seymour with 29BCPL and 43BPL, eliminating the 
need to attach these two carriages at Echuca on our 
return from Deniliquin. Our train departed Moama 21 
minutes late at 13 26. As we approached Barnes the rain 
became heavier. After a four minute stop at Barnes for 
safeworking had us depart the junction at 13 46. A 
steam locomotive at Mathoura had not been witnessed 
for many years and a small group of local people had 
turned out to see the J and its train pass through at 
14 23. As we neared Deniliquin the rain began to ease, 
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much to the delight of prospective photographers. At 
15 12 the Deniliquin special arrived at its destination. 

Prior to departure a photo line was formed at the | 
southern end of the yard and J515 then ran through for. 
all the shutterbugs. After all had reboarded the train we | 
departed at 15 40, 45 minutes late. Thankfully the rain | 
held off and a photostop was held at Mathoura, our | 
arrival there being 29 minutes late at 16 19. The stop | 
there lasted until 16 33. Once again a stop was made at | 
Barnes for safeworking, from 17 00 until 17 06. The run 
to Moama was uneventful; we ran through the station | 
at 17 19. Unfortunately, the photostop on the Murray — 
River bridge had to be cancelled because of our late - 
arrival. Our train came to a stand at Echuca at 17 24, 
24 minutes late. A barbecue tea was available on the — 
platform for those who had ordered it, while others | 
went to a nearby hotel for their pre-ordered meal. J515_ 
was detached from the train and was coaled and 
watered. After the servicing of the loco had been com- 
pleted the coal wagon was added to the consist at the 
front of the train. | 

The train departed Echuca at 18 40 and as it took to 
the line to Toolamba it became the last through train 
(i.e., one running from Echuca to Toolamba) to use the 
staff and ticket system, which was replaced by train 
orders on Saturday 21 October, 1989. The North Ben- 
digo Junction - Echuca, Echuca - Barnes, Barnes - 
Deniliquin and Barnes - Moulamein sections were 
converted at the same time. Our departure time from 
Echuca was 20 minutes late. 

By the time we had reached Tongala at 19 17 it was 
dark. We now became only the third train for the whole 
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Above: 


At Burraboi. (Grant Payne) 
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Below: 


A photostop at Caldwell. (Grant Payne) 


The tour train has just arrived at Echuca ex Moulamein. Sat.7.10.89. (John Dare) 
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Above: B65 arrives at Echuca with the day tour train. (Grant Payne) 


Below: J515, running one of a number of shuttle trips between Echuca and Rochester, crosses the Campaspe River. 
Sat.7.10.89. (Graham Crichton) 
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year to have used the Tongala - Kyabram section of 
line. We arrived at Kyabram 18 minutes late at 19 33. 
After a three minute stop we bade farewell to a small 
_ group of people on the platform who were witnessing 
_ what may have been the last passenger train on this 
line. I hope not. The small township of Merrigum was 
passed at 19 54 and we arrived at Tatura 17 minutes late 
at 20 12. The train set back to allow local passengers to 
detrain and then we left Tatura at 20 16. Arrival at the 
home signal at Toolamba was at 20 36,and after a short 
stop for safeworking we passed the station at 20 42. Our 
late arrival at Toolamba (21 minutes) meant that we 
| did not have to wait for the passage of the 18 10 down 
| Cobram pass. 

With our maximum permissible speed having been 
increased from 40 km/h to 80 km/h the J was able to 
kick up its heels and by the time we reached Murchison 
East we were only 11 minutes late. Nagambie was 
passed at 21 27, 17 minutes late. The only other train 
sighted for the night was on the up side of Mangalore, 
_ where G520 headed a northbound standard gauge 
goods. We arrived at Seymour at 21 59, now 36 minutes 
late, JS15 pulled away the front portion of the train, 
allowing B65 to drop onto its portion of the train and 
reducing the amount of time needed at Seymour. As 
B65 coupled onto its train it was noticed that its num- 
berplates were missing. We later found out that B65 
had been allocated to the SLSPG, but as it was still to 
be kept in service it had been decided that the number- 


plates should be kept in a safe place just in case some- 
body decided to steal them. Our train was now ready 
for the final leg of the trip and consisted of B65, 82BW, 
75BW, Inman, Loddon, Pekina, Coliban and Goulburn. 
Departure from Seymour was 49 minutes late at 22 24. 
The leading end of 82BW was packed with people 
listening to the great sound of B65 roaring its way up 
the grade to Tallarook and delighting all of the B class 
fans on board. We topped the grade and cruised 
through Tallarook at 22 32. It was great to stick my head 
out of the window to hear that GM really working hard. 
We bolted through Broadford at 22 42. Kilmore East 
was reached at 22 49. After we had passed Wandong all 
ears were listening to B65 charge up to Heathcote Junc- 
tion. It sounded terrific. We went through Wallan at 23 
01. A one minute stop at Essendon slowed us down 
again and we arrived at Spencer Street 25 minutes late, 
at 23 50. At Spencer Street the B class loco looked great 
standing in the moonlight with the rain on the front of 
the loco; it was perfect for a long exposure shot. 
Finally, I think we should all thank Bruce Payne for 
all the hard work that he put into this tour, and the 
SLSPG for the use of J515 and all the other rollingstock 
which looked good and performed faultlessly through- 
out the excursion. WT236 (the water tank) had been 
painted just prior to the trip and its new black paint 
must make it the best water tank in the state! Thanks 
go to Steamrail, for the use of their two BWs, and to 
everyone else concerned with the running of this tour. 


J515 with the tour train prior to departure from Deniliquin. Sat.7.10.89. (Grant Payne) 
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A Country Commuter’s Diary 


V/Line’s most regular passengers are those of us who 
use the trains every day to commute between our 
homes in the country and our workplaces in the city. 

By virtue of our regularity, we are in a better position 
than anyone else — including V/Line staff — to observe 
and record over a period of time the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the services we patronise. 

The following observations, notes and conclusions 
were made over a continuous five-week period in 
August and September 1989, and relate to service 
No.8118, the Monday to Friday 06 40 Ballarat, which is 
scheduled to depart Ballarat at 06 40, stop at Ballan, 
Bacchus Marsh, Melton, Sunshine and North Mel- 
bourne, and to arrive at Spencer Street at 08 23. Whilst 
a snack bar equipped car is regularly included in the 
consist of this train, no catering service is provided. 


NOTES 


1. A66 is still in its unique green and gold Bicentennial 
livery. Despite V/Line’s much-publicised promise that 
as from Monday, 7th August 1989 a fifth carriage would 
be attached to this train on Mondays, on this day it ran 
with only four cars. No explanation was offered for the 
22 late arrival. 


1.1. The A class Co-Co main line diesel-electric loco- 
motives are all rebuilds of the earlier B class, and in that 
guise all were originally painted in the Victorian Rail- 
ways’ livery of blue and gold. Later, some received the 
short-lived VicRail silver-lined tangerine. The conver- 
sions of A class were carried out at the Rosewater, S.A. 
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plant of Clyde Engineering, to an order dated January 
1983. The new rebuilds were designated Model 
AAT22C-2R, and originally all 26 B class locos were to 
be included. As it transpired, only 11 locomotives were 
rebuilt: Nos. 60, 62, 66, 70, 71, 73, 77, 78, 79, 81 and 85. 
The A class locomotives were fitted with 2450 hp 
turbo-charged engines in place of the 1600 hp engines 
originally fitted to the B class, and received various 
other internal and external modifications which were 
designed to improve their performance and to extend 
their economic lives. Their unique double-cab arran- 
gement was retained, although the appearance of the 
section between the cabs was considerably altered. 
After rebuilding and reclassification, the A class locos 
retained their original running numbers, but wore the 
new V/Line livery. 


The first A class loco, A73, was delivered in Decem- 
ber 1983 and operation of the class on passenger trains 
began early in 1984. 


A60 is named Sir Harold Clapp, in honour of a 
former chairman of the Victorian Railways, and four 
others are named for the most highly decorated Vic- 
torian Football League players. 


B66 entered service with the Victorian Railways on 
8th December 1952, and was withdrawn from service 
on 11th May 1984. As A66 it re-entered service on 6th 
April 1985. It was in the South Dynon workshops for an 
alternator change when the decision was made to paint 
it in its special Australian Bicentennial livery. Its first 
run in the new livery was made on 7th March 1988, 


Date Loco Van > Cars | Dep. Arr. Notes 
Mon. 14.8 A66 — D359 — ACZ254 — BS201 — BRS229 — BS203 — BRS226 0640 0825 1 
Tues.15.8 N464 — D347 — ACZ252 — BS209 — BRS226 — BS210 — BS211 0640 0845 2 
Wed.16.8 N462 — — ACZ257 — BS205 — BRS222 — BS206 0640 0825 3 
Thurs. 17.8 A79 — D351 — ACZ253 — BS208 — BRS224 — BS212 — BZ270 0640 0824 4 
Fri.18.8 N451 — D316 — ACZ254 — BRS229 — BS203 — BS202 0646 0902 5 
Mon.21.8 N464 — D359 — ACZ255 — BS209 — BRS226 — BS210 — BS211 0640 0825 6 
Tues.22.8 N468 — D342 — ACZ254 — BS201 — BRS229 — BS203 — BS202 0641 0827 7 
Wed.23.8 N472 — D347 — ACZ257 — BS205 — BRS222 — BS206 — BS203 0642 0827 8 
Thurs.24.8 N462 — D361 — ACZ253 — BS208 — BRS224 — BS212 — BRS226 0640 0827 9 
Fri.25.8 N474 — D311 — ACZ255 — BS209 — BRS228 — BS211 0640 0823 10 
Mon.28.8 N474 — D311 — ACZ255 — BS209 — BRS228 — BS211 — BRS227 0642 0826 11 
Tues.29.8 N473 — D353 — ACZ254 — BS201 — BRS229 — BS203 — BS202 06 43 0833 12 
Wed.30.8 N465 — D342 — ACZ257 — BS205 — BRS222 — BS206 — BS213 0640 0825 13 
Thurs.31.8 N472 — D347 — ACZ253 — BS208 — BRS224 — BS212 — BRS226 0640 0823 14 
Fri.1.9 2xN — D322 — ACZ255 — BS209 — BRS228 — BS211 — BRS227 0640 0826 15 
Mon.4.9 N472 — D322 — ACZ255 — BS209 — BRS228 — BS211 — BS204 0641 0824 16 
Tues.5.9 N452 — D334 — ACZ253 — BS208 — BRS224 — BS212 — BRS226 0640 0823 17 
Wed.6.9 N474 — D347 — ACZ254 — BS201 — BRS229 — BS203 — BS202 0640 0823 18 
Thurs.7.9 N469 — D353 — ACZ257 — BS205 — BRS222 — BS206 — BS213 06 40 19 
Fri.8.9 N459 — D330 — ACN39 — BRN37— BN16 0640 0826 20 
Mon.11.9 A, X — D321 — ACZ256 — BZ265 — BRS223 — BZ266 06 40 21 
Tues.12.9 N473 — D353 — BS213. — BS206 — BRS222 — BS205 — ACZ257 06 41 22 
Wed.13.9 N470 — D322 — BS204 —  BS211 — BRS228 — BS209 — ACZ255 0640 0823 23 
Thurs.14.9 A77 — D343 — BS202. — BS203 — BRS229 — BS201 — ACZ254 0640 0825 24 
Fri.15.9 N475 — D311 — ACZ253 — BS207 — BRS224 — BS212 — BRS226 0640 0824 25 
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when it ran a train of heritage carriages to Bacchus 
Marsh. 


1.2. The orange and grey V/Line livery was progres- 
sively introduced from August 1983. It replaced the 


| relatively short-lived VicRail silver-striped tangerine 


with its ‘tea cup’ logo, although some carriages still 
retained that livery, albeit with the V/Line logo, at the 
time of this survey. The VicRail livery had superseded 
the blue and gold livery first introduced on the Vic- 
torian Railways in 1937, examples of which could still 
be seen on the system during the survey period. 


| 2.N464 is named City of Geelong. The consist was all in 
| V/Line livery except for BS210 which was in the 


VicRail livery with a V/Line logo. 


2.1. The 25 N class Co-Co main line diesel-electric 
locomotives are General Motors Electro-Motive Div- 
ision JT22HC-2 models, and all were built by Clyde 


| Engineering (Vic) Pty Ltd at Somerton. 


They measure 18.87 metres over the headstocks, are 


| 4.26 metres high above rail level and are 2.97 metres 
| wide over the handrails. Their bogie centres are 11.85 


metres apart, and the bogies each have a 3.81 metre 


| wheelbase. 


The locomotives each weigh 123 tonnes and they 


_ have a maximum permitted speed of 115 km/h in pas- 


_ senger service. They are also employed on goods 
_ trains, and when so used are restricted to a maximum 
_ speed of 80 km/h. Loads of 900 tonnes may be hauled 


on normal gradients, and they are permitted to operate 


on all main lines. 


t 


The initial order was for ten locomotives, and they 
were numbered N451 to N460 inclusive, part of a 
number sequence carried by an earlier N class, the 
2-8-2 steam locomotives of the Victorian Railways. 
Delivery began in September 1985, and a further order 
for an additional fifteen units, Nos. 461 to 475, was 
placed later. Except for some slight engine modifica- 
tions, the second batch was identicial to the first. 

The N class have an unusual appearance, with full- 
width cabs at each end separated by a narrow central 
carbody flanked by catwalks. 

The cabs are airconditioned, and they are equipped 
with the latest vigilance control systems. Driving con- 
trols are in the left hand position, and there is provision 
for multiple unit control. Good visibility is provided 
through high impact resistant windscreens which are 
fitted with dual-blade wipers. The cabs have sufficient 
room for an instructor as well as the normal crew. Each 
locomotive also has an air operated retention toilet 
behind the cab at the No.2 end. 

The engines, generators and control units used in 
the N class were imported from the Electro-Motive 
Division of General Motors in the USA. The engines 
in the first ten locomotives are EMD model 
12-645E3C; in the latter 15, they are EMD model 
12-645E3B. They produce 1830 KW gross, of which 
1680 KW (2450 hp) is nominally available for traction. 
The locomotives have a continuous tractive effort of 
260 KN at 19.4 km/h. The main generator is an EMD 
AR10/D18, and an auxiliary 18 kW AC generator is 
also fitted. 


P17 waits at Bacchus Marsh with the 11 25 up pass as A66 blasts through with the 06 50 up Dimboola pass. on 


Mon.26.6.88. (Graham Withers) 
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The N class’ three-axle, three-motor bogies were 
manufactured by Bradford Kendall, and utilise Clyde/ 
EMD D43 traction motors — the first use of these 
motors in the world. The axle boxes are SKF 152 x 279 
nominal roller bearing types. The bogies can be con- 
verted to standard gauge by moving the wheels on their 
axles and repositioning the brake gear. 

Westinghouse 26L air brakes and dynamic brakes 
with a 1468 kW extended range are fitted, as are fuel 
tanks with a capacity of 6800 litres, sufficient for a Mel- 
bourne - Adelaide and return run without refuelling. 

The N class locos are equipped with a head-end 
power supply for train lighting, air-conditioning and 
other power requirements. A 240kW AC diesel alter- 
nator is located in a specially enclosed receptacle 
behind the electrical cabinet at the No.1 end. This 
eliminates the need for either a power van in train con- 
sists or a separate power unit under each car. 

All the locomotives in the class were introduced in 
the V/Line livery, and a number of them have sub- 
sequently been named after provincial centres served 
by the class. 


2.2. In conjunction with the 1988 Royal Tour by Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth IJ, four V/Line cars, Goul- 
burn, Norman, State Car No.2 and ACZ252 were 
painted in a special ‘prestige’ livery at Bendigo Work- 
shops. The new livery, two-tone grey and white lined 
green and orange above the window line, conforms to 
royal conventions as well as being compatible with the 
V/Line livery. Whilst the other cars retain the grey and 
white livery and are used for special purposes, ACZ252 
was repainted in the standard V/Line livery and 
returned to normal service soon after the royal visit 
concluded. 


3. The usual consist is van and five carriages. On this | 


occasion there was no van and only four cars. ACZ257 
had the VicRail livery and one dark blue framed win- 
dow. 

4. A79 originally entered service as B79 on 28th Sep- 
tember 1953. It was withdrawn on 18th June 1984, and 
re-entered service as A79 on 4th July 1985. BS208 was 
in VicRail livery with a V/Line logo. Car Set Z53. 


4.1. Z sets are identified by the letter representing the 


type of car followed by the last two digits ofthe number | 
of the First Class car-van — e.g., Set Z53 contains car | 
ACZ253 and Z57 contains ACZ257. Z sets always con- | 


tain an ACZ open car-van and sometimes a BZ Econ- 


omy Class saloon, but the sets observed during the sur- | 


vey consisted mainly of S type compartment cars — BS 
Economy Class full passenger cars and BRS Economy 


Class cars with snack bars. Some BS cars have been | 


converted from AS type First Class cars. There was no 
evidence of there being any AS type cars still in service. 


5. The consist of Monday, 14th August with the | 


addition of BS202. All cars in V/Line livery. A day ofa 
strike on The Met and track problems ‘on the straight’. 
The train ran via North Shore, express to North Mel- 
bourne; the last two cars were locked and inaccessible 
to passengers. Departure was six minutes late and 
arrival thirty nine minutes late. 

6. The consist of Tuesday, 15th August except that 
ACZ255 had replaced ACZ252. All cars in V/Line 
livery except BS210. 

7. The consist of Friday, 19th August. All cars in 
V/Line livery. 

8. The consist of Wednesday, 16th August with the 
addition of BS213. 


N455 approaches Bungaree Loop with the 14 45 up Ballarat pass. on Sat.24.9.88. (Graham Withers) 
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9. N462 was named City of Shepparton at Shepparton 
on 1.11.1987. The consist of Thursday, 17th August 
except that BRS226 (which had been removed from its 
previous consist — see Monday, 21st August) had 
replaced BZ270. This was the first recorded use of a 
second snack bar equipped car on the train. 


10. The consist of Monday, 21st August, minus BS210 
and with BRS226 replaced by BRS228. The 06 40 up is 
usually made up of the consist of Service No.8139, the 
08 05 down Ballarat of the previous night. On the night 
of Thursday, 24th August BS210 had been marshalled 
between BRS228 and BS211. It was removed during 
the night and in the morning was standing alone on the 
road leading to the carriage shed at Ballarat. 


11. The consist of Friday, 25th August with the 
addition of BRS227 at the rear, replacing BS210. 


12. The consist of Tuesday, 22nd August. 


13. N465 is named City of Ballaarat. The consist of 
Wednesday, 23rd August. 


14. The consist of Thursday, 24th August. 


15. Train hauled by double-headed N class: N452 and 
N470. N452 bears the builder’s serial number 85-1220 
and was named Rural City of Wodonga in October 1986. 
N470 has serial number 87-1199 and it entered service 
on 18th February 1987. It has brass plaques affixed to 
its cab sides at each end, on the second person’s side, 
under the builder’s plate, which read, ‘V/Line loco- 
motive N470 completes 2-million horse-power of 


diesel electric locomotives built by Clyde Engineering 
in Australia, 10 March 1987’. This fact had been recog- 
nised at a special ceremony conducted at Clyde’s 
Somerton plant on 14th March 1987 in the presence of 
the Minister for Transport. The consist of Monday, 
28th August. 


16. The recent Monday/Friday consist except that 
BS204 had replaced BRS227 as the fifth car. All in 
V/Line livery. For the second week in a row, Monday’s 
D van was the same as the previous Fridays. 


16.1 The D vans were built at the Victorian Railways’ 
Newport Workshops in 1958-59 as BP type bogie box 
vans. A total of 86 were built, and they were numbered 
in the range 3 to 102. They were 39’ 0” x 8’ 7” long over 
end sills and 10’ 1” wide over their door fittings. Inter- 
nally they were 38’ 10” x 8’ 7” between battens. Two 
sliding doors, each 5’ 6’46” wide and 6’ 854” high were 
fitted each side, 3’ 117%" from each end; the doors slid 
towards the centre of the wagons. Unloaded, the 
wagons were 12’ 6742” high above rail level. 

The vans were recoded VBPY in the late 1970s when 
the Railways of Australia adopted a standardised four- 
letter coding system. During 1983 a number of them 
were painted in the VicRail livery, renumbered from 
113 and re-classified as passenger stock for use with the 
N type cars, thus making provision for van goods on 
the new style passenger trains. By late that year the 
V/Line livery and logo were being applied, the vans 
were being re-classified D, and they were being 


X44-P12 leave Rockbank just on sunset on a late running 16 15 Ballarat pass. at 17 12 on Sun.24.9.89. 


(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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deployed on trains with cars of all types. By July 1988, 
all D vans were in the V/Line livery. 


17. The consist of Thursday, 31st August. 


18. N474’s builder’s plate shows it to be Serial 
No.87-1203. This consist was last used in this service on 
Tuesday, 29th August. 


19. The consist of Wednesday, 30th August. The train 
terminated at Sunshine at 08 22 because of a derail- 
ment at North Melbourne Junction in which an empty 
suburban electric train had left the rails at about 06 00. 


20. N459 is named City of Echuca; Serial No.85-1227. 
As if the North Melbourne derailment hadn’t created 
enough problems on the morning of 7th September, 
yard foremen and signalmen struck in the afternoon, 
throwing the evening’s peak hour services into chaos, 
and thereby disrupting the next morning’s services. 
With the wrong trains in the wrong places, V/Line had 
to use whatever they had available. Hence the first 
recorded appearance in this service of N459, D330 and 
an N set, suggesting their regular deployment else- 
where. 


21. Train double-headed by A62-X43. Locos, van and 
cars all in V/Line livery. The first recorded appearance 
of these locos, this van and these cars in this service, 
suggesting their regular deployment elsewhere. A62 
entered service as B62 on 8th September 1952; it was 
withdrawn for rebuilding on 28th June 1983, and 
re-entered service on 28th July 1984. The X class was 
blue and gold when introduced. The train terminated 
at Sunshine at 08 24 because of ‘an industrial dispute’. 
Passengers had to transfer to The Met’s suburban 
trains for the remainder of the journey to Melbourne. 


22. The return of a regular consist, Set Z57, but in 
reverse order. Its first use in this service since Thurs- 
day, 7th September. Because of the continuing indus- 
trial dispute, the train terminated at Sunshine at 08 12. 


23. Another regular consist, Set Z55, in reverse order. It 
last appeared in this service on Monday, 4th Sep- 
tember. The industrial dispute having been settled, 
services had begun to return to ‘normal’. On time 
departure and arrival. 


24. A77 is named Jan Stewart. It entered service as B77 
on 17th August 1953, was withdrawn on 27th Sep- 
tember 1982, and re-entered service as A77 on 31st 
May 1984. Again, a regular consist, Set Z54, in reverse 
order. It was last used in this service on Wednesday, 
6th September. 


25. The first deployment of N475 in this service in the 
surveyed period. A regular consist, Set Z53 for the first 
time since Tuesday, 5th September arranged with the 
ACZ at the east end for the first time since Monday, 
11th September. 


CONCLUSIONS 


1. Whilst N class locomotives predominated on this 
service during the survey period, there was no regular 
pattern of individual locomotive utilisation evident. N 
class locos which were used during the survey period 
were 451, 452 (twice), 459, 462 (twice), 464 (twice), 465, 
468, 469, 470 (twice), 472 (three times), 473 (twice), 474 
(three times) and 475, a total of 13 different N class 
locos in 25 days. Use of A class locos were sporadic, 
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double-heading was rare, and the appearance of an X 
most unusual. 
2. There was no pattern evident in the deployment of 
D vans. 
3. Passenger sets seemed to remain constant until there 
was some need to replace a car. The reconstituted set 
was then retained, as the replaced car later turned up as 
a replacement in another set rather than being 
returned to its original set. The exception seemed to be 
when a second snack bar equipped car had to be 
attached to make up a set. It was replaced by a full 
passenger car at the earliest opportunity. 
4. In October 1988, four consists were used in regular 
rotation on the 06 40. The cycle, which was repeated 
weekly was: 

Monday: Consist A 

Tuesday: Consist B 

Wednesday: Consist C 

Thursday: Consist B 

Friday: Consist D. 
Between Monday, 14th August and Thursday, 7th 
September 1989, the sets deployed also suggested a 
regular, although different, pattern of utilisation. Once 
again four consists were used, with Monday’s set re- 
appearing on Friday: 

Monday: Consist A 

Tuesday: Consist B 

Wednesday: Consist C 

Thursday: Consist D 

Friday: Consist A. 
The cycle restarted on the following Monday, although 
only in one instance in the survey period did the same 


sequence of consists reappear in the next week. 
uring the remainder of the period reviewed, no 


such regular pattern of carriage utilisation was evident. 
The industrial dispute(s) which began on Thursday, 
7th September and effectively ended on Wednesday, 
13th September certainly curtailed any semblance of 
organisation which might have been intended. 
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Above: N470 hauls the Sunraysia pass. from Mildura near 
Hattah on Tues.31.10.89. 


Below: G530-G531 have shunted their rake of VHGFs into the 
loading road at Yelta and are about to depart back to Mildura 
light engine. Mon.30.10.89. (Both photos Bryce Leydon) 


Climax and 14A double-heading on a Lakeside train, as 
far as Menzies Creek, cross the trestle bridge near 
Belgrave on Sun.28.5.89. (John Dare) 
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A Day Trip to Bairnsdale 


My trip to Bairnsdale had a couple of differences when 
compared with other runs around the state, these 
included an engine change, at Traralgon, and the type 
of engine which took me from Traralgon to Bairnsdale. 
On Thursday 29 June, 1989 I arrived at Spencer Street 
to catch the 07 51 down Bairnsdale, the Gippslander. 
SRA loco 42206 was on the 08 40 down Jntercapital 
Daylight, and just a few minutes before my train 
departed P15 arrived with an up South Geelong pass. 
In its consist of LH32 was one of the new BIH cars, 
which looked quite smart in the new green and white 
stripe V/Line livery. 

On my train were N464, N5 and two D vans. I settled 
into my seat and waited for the train to depart. We left 
Spencer Street on time at 07 51. After a few stops and 
starts the train rolled into Flinders Street at 07 55. Quite 
a lot of people joined the train here. Departure was at 
08 01. Apart from bicentennial liveried A66 on an up 
pass. near South Yarra, nothing of interest was sighted 
between Flinders Street and the next stop at Caulfield, 


GRANT PAYNE 


where we arrived at 08 14. We left two minutes later, 
bound for the next stopping place at Dandenong. B61 
was sitting in the yard on an up goods. We departed 
Dandenong at 08 38, after a two minute stop. On the 
way out from Dandenong there was an un-numbered 
articulated tram on the test track at the Comeng plant. 
Near General Motors a row of stored Harris cars sat ina 
siding, having been withdrawn because of asbestos 
present in the side panels. The set had been covered 
with graffiti. The run through the quickly expanding 
outer suburbs was made without delay, but arrival at 
Warragul was two minutes late at 09 20. T384 and T367 
were in there on a down ballast train consisting of 15 
VHWaAs. 

We left the terminus of the electrified system at 09 
22. The overhead wiring beyond Warragul still has 
current at about 240 volts running through it to prevent 
the wiring from disintegrating. How I wished I had 
travelled to Traralgon a few years previously to this, as I 
would have been riding behind a powerful L class 


N468 approaches Richmond with the 09 20 down Bairnsdale pass. on Sun.24.9.89. (John Dare) 
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On a cold, frosty winter’s morning, class leader S300 leads B75 and 1372, as all three locos work to the maximum 
to keep No.9240 rolling through the Haunted Hills near Moe on Mon.26.6.89. (Bryce Leydon) 


engine, a member ofa class which I had rarely seen and 
behind which I had never ridden. Anyway, I had to be 
content with my N class loco as we headed for Yarra- 
gon. We arrived at 09 34 and departed at 09 37. Trafal- 
gar was passed at 09 50 and Moe greeted our arrival at 
09 57. This 20 minute late arrival at Moe had been 
caused by track work in the previous section. As we 
departed Moe at 09 59 I noted that the old line to 
Yallourn had been lifted. However, the sleepers and 
overhead wiring were intact! A great view of the open 
cut coal mine was obtained as we rolled down the grade 
towards the SEC private railway line. I looked left and 
right but I couldn’t spot any of their trains. Then we 
climbed again towards Morwell, where we arrived at 
10 10, 21 minutes late. While we waited for departure, 
A60 departed for Melbourne with an up briquette train 
consisting mainly of four wheeled G wagons, a fast 
disappearing sight. We left Morwell at 10 13. The 
briquette siding which diverges to the south of the line 
just outside Morwell is soon to be realigned slightly, as 
a new bridge will take the siding over a road which is 
being widened. 

The end of the wires — Traralgon — was reached at 
10 24, after which the engine change took place. N464 
was uncoupled from the N set and run forward, allow- 
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ing T407 in V/Line colours to be coupled to the train. 
Apart from railmotor replacements, this is the only 
passenger train in Victoria to be hauled regularly by a T 
class locomotive. Having secured my photo of T407 up 
front, I saw T408 further down the yard. I reboarded 
the train and it departed after a nine minute stop, at 
1033. As I looked out of the window I was interested to 
see the strangely shaped shadow the T class loco makes 
compared with the rectangular shadow cast by an N. 
Rosedale was reached at 10 49 and we left at 10 50. The 
train arrived at the modern station at Sale at 11 08. I cer- 
tainly wouldn’t have minded the delay incurred in hav- 
ing the loco run around the train at the old dead end 
station. As we left at 11 11 (20 late) I could barely make 
out the formation of the old line. The rusty rails of the 
Maffra branch indicated that we would soon be arriv- 
ing at Stratford. The train slowed to 15 km/h to cross 
the bridge over the Avon River at Stratford, the bridge 
restriction also being the reason for the T class loco 
working beyond Traralgon. Trials were conducted with 
aT coupled to a B and an N on the bridge, and the Ns 
permitted to run all the way to Bairnsdale in the future. 
[As from Mon.4.9.89 — Editor.] We passed through 
Stratford at 11 27, 19 minutes down. However, the T 
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class loco made up a little time and we arrived at 
Bairnsdale at 12 08, 13 minutes late. 

An interesting sight at Bairnsdale was the down 
departure signal for the long closed Orbost line. The 
electric signal stood at red, prohibiting any engines 
from taking a spin down to Nowa Nowa and back! The 
rails were very heavily overgrown. After T407 had run 
around the train I photographed it standing next to the 
up departure signal, which is very short and has a 
strange mast. Many buses departed from the bus bay 
outside the station, the bay being bigger than that at 
Spencer Street! RT6 sat near the Freightgate, which 
boasts a very large shed. An inspector who had ridden 
down in the loco told me that G class locos were soon 
to be run to Traralgon for crew training, and eventual 
running on the briquette trains. Since then, this has 
occurred; on Sat.15.7.89, G525 ran to Traralgon. 

The train was packed because of holiday traffic, but 
T407 had no trouble departing with a full load at 13 05, 
one minute late. We arrived on time at Stratford (13 43) 
and departed after a one minute stop, and arrived at 
Sale at 13 59, departing at 14 03. Rosedale was reached 
on time at 14 23 and then we arrived at Traralgon at 
14 41, six minutes early and not bad for a T class loco. 
As many passengers moved out onto the platform for a 
cigarette, T407 was taken from the train to allow N464 


N453-S307-N470-X39 work the 17 00 down Traralgon pass. through the suburbs on Sun.13.11.88. (Roderick B Smith) 
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to reverse onto the consist. We left Traralgon at 14 56, 
one minute late. Morwell saw us arrive on time at 15 06, 
and we bade farewell at 15 07. RTS1 was in the yard. 
After looking at the old Mirboo North line formation, 
I searched for any SEC trains, but as on the down trip 
I saw nothing. Our arrival at Moe was 15 18 and depar- 
ture was one minute late at 15 19. Yarragon was 
reached at 15 29, the 18 minute late arrival being caused 
by track work. We left Yarragon after a very short 10 
second stop! Entry to Trafalgar had been delayed while 
A79 on a down pass. raced past us. After a 30 second 
stop we had left Trafalgar at 15 40. 


Between Yarragon and Warragul A70 leading an X 
class loco rushed by on a down empty briquette train. 
The electric system was reached at 15 58, and we 
departed Warragul at 15 59. At Dandenong, where we 
arrived at 16 41, T367/84 were sitting in the yard with 
their 15 now empty VHWAs. We departed Dandenong 
18 minutes late at 16 43. At Westall $31], still looking 
good in its new paint scheme, was sitting at the head of 
the Apex train with P14. Is it unusual to have a P class 
loco on this train? Caulfield arrival time was 17 09. A66 
was on a down pass. near Toorak, but nothing else was 
sighted. After a long day, the train arrived at Flinders 
Street at 17 28, 15 minutes late. 
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THE WEEDEX TRAIN 
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X45 on the ‘new’ Weedex Train near South Kensington. 

8.7.55. (ARHS Archives) 
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The ‘Weed Spray Train’ commonly referred to as the 
Weedex was introduced by the Victorian Railways in 
the mid 1950s as a more convenient and safe way of 
spraying weed killer onto the tracks and ballast of the 
state’s rail system. Prior to this a highly poisonous to 
humans, arsenic based substance was carried by patrol- 
men on their trikes and dispensed from a drum. 


The train would consist of the loco, sometimes a 
passenger carriage for the staff and crew was taken 
along, vans for carrying more supplies in, tank cars and 


finally a modified Z van classed WZ in which two ope- 
rators would sit on either side of the van to vary the 
direction and pressure of the spray. The train operated 
in daylight hours and not on wet or windy days so the 
weed killer was not washed or blown away. 


Above: B83-WZ2B-WA3G-WAS1L-WA4P-HD247K-G4599M- 
HD248T-Weedex, near Bittern, working its way to Stony Point. 
Sun.13.9.87. (Bryce Leydon) 


Below: T375 rolls through Riddells Creek on the up Weedex. 
09 55, Mon.15.8.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Above: B83 with the Weedex at Somerville. Sun.13.9.87. (Bryce Leydon) 


Below: T348 crosses Richardson River as it leaves Donald on the Weedex to Woomelang. 09 50, Tues.16.6.87. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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General News 


Very Fast Train: The Victorian Government has estab- 
lished a review panel to conduct the first stage of a 
public review of the proposed Very Fast Train between 
Melbourne and Sydney. The panel will be chaired by 
Professor Mal Logan, Vice Chancellor of Monash Uni- 
versity. The panel’s first task is to consult with the 
public on the terms of reference for the review. The 
panel is expected to report to the government by May. 


Farm pick-up: V/Line will extend its farm pick-up 
service to the Yelta region in a bid to recapture grain 
lost to South Australia. Last year V/Line successfully 
ran the farm pick-up service in the Millewa and Oak- 
lands areas in a bid to coax more grain back into the 
Grain Elevators Board system. This season V/Line 
hopes to gain an extra 10 000 tonnes of grain from the 
Yelta region. 


Above: N475 climbs out of Bacchus Marsh on the 12 50 down Ballarat pass. on Sat.16.9.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
Below: C501-C507 haul an up express goods out of Bacchus Marsh at 11 38 on Sun.5.6.88. (Terry Dexter) 


sasemeocaeene : RT rete enn bs a. 


24 NEWSRAIL 


Operations 


WEST 


_ 16 20 (8125) Bacchus Marsh pass.: On Wed.1.11 this 


_ train was hauled by B76. The following day the consist 
_ was B61-BG1-BKL3-AK1-BK1-CP292. 


Stawell observations: Some time spent in Stawell on 
Fri.10.11 proved interesting. At 02 58 BL35-X47 on the 
16 25 (9146) superfreighter Islington - Dynon passed 
through. The next train through was G528 on the 18 15 
(9148) Islington - Dynon superfreighter followed by 
N454-N472 on the 20 00 up Overland at 05 18. The up 
Dimboola pass. passed through at 08 04 behind N464. 
At 09 20 C501-C503 on the 22 20 Dry Creek - Dynon 
express goods went through. The next train recorded 
was A60 on the 13 10 up Dimboola pass. at 14 33 and 
that evening N456 ran the down Dimboola pass. pass- 
ing through at 20 55. 


NORTH 


Bendigo news: A and N class continue to provide the 
bulk of the power for passenger trains in the area while 
all classes except C can be seen on goods trains. On 


_ Thurs.2.11, N474-D358-Z set (5 car)-D328 arrived on 
_ 8065 pass. at 20 44, X46-T385-T402 on 9064 goods from 
| Echuca arrived at Bendigo B box at 21 24 and the locos 


were detached. T399 was attached to the train before 
the other three locos were re-attached at 21 32 for the 


run to Melbourne. On Sun.5.11, H2-P21-SH set ran 
the 16 10 (8065) pass. and N467-A60-D-Z set (4 car) ran 
the 8088 up Swan Hill pass. On Mon.6.11, X42-T407 
ran the 9064 up Echuca goods to Bendigo. 

Cup day sightings at Bendigo on Tues.7.11 included 
N460 on 8038 up Northerner arriving at Bendigo at 08 59 
and departing at 09 05, N469 on 8013 arrived at 10 33 
and N459-A85-N5-N19-D349 on 8025 arrived at 14 16. 
T393-T369 were sighted at Eaglehawk on Wed.8.11 on 
9080 up goods at 19 16. On Thurs.9.11 T404-T386 on 
9080 goods were noted at Eaglehawk at 17 16. At 19 01 
an unidentified X class with the Train of Knowledge 
passed through Eaglehawk on the up. A73-2xD-N6-D 
on 8043 down Northerner arrived at Bendigo at 19 46 
and was noted at California Gully at 19 56. At 20 30, 
G527 on an up block grain arrived at Bendigo and 
A78-X52-T407 ran the 9064 up goods from Bendigo to 
Melbourne. 

On Sat.11.11, A85-T407 arrived on 9083 down goods 
at 01 14. A85 was worked back to Melbourne as it was 
sighted on 8061 down Swan Hill pass. that night. 9057 
goods arrived at 02 46 behind S301. X39 ran 8013 pass., 
X40 ran 8025 pass. and N473 ran 8065 pass. arriving at 
Bendigo at 20 50. On Sun.12.11, X52 was used on two 
passenger trains. X52 ran 8080 up pass. departing Ben- 
digo at 08 05 and returning that night on 8085 pass. as 
X52-S313-P12-SH set (big power for a small train). 


X53-N457 haul the up Overland through Sunshine at 09 02, 30 minutes late, with AN Bluebird car Brogle in the 
consist, on Sun.1.10.89. Bluebird cars have made a number of appearances on the Overland due to the increase in 


patronage on account of the pilots dispute. (Robert Bell) 
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N473 ran 8084 pass. to Melbourne and A70-X41 ran the 
up Swan Hill pass., arriving at Bendigo at 19 14 and 
departing at 19 19. On Mon.13.11 X52-S313 were 
utilised on 9083 down Echuca goods when they com- 
bined with X36-T407 departing at 02 35. The 8009 pass. 
arrived at 10 38 behind X43 and formed 8046 pass. 
departing at 11 15. N457 was on 8025 pass. which 
arrived at 14 49. The next train to arrive was a down 
block grain from Sunshine behind X53-T382-T395 
arriving at 16 51. 


NORTH EAST 


Kyabram news: Working to Kyabram seems to be one 
train per week. On Tues.17.10 the last train to run to 
Kyabram on staff and ticket arrived at 11 38 as 
T405-8x VOFX. The train departed at 12 10 with 4 emp- 
ties. On Tues.24.10 the first train to operate to Kya- 
bram on a train order was T360-5xVOFX arriving at 
11 19. The return working to Echuca departed at 11 55 
with 8 empties. On Thurs.2.11 T408-7xVOFX arrived 
at 09 08 and departed shortly after with 9 empties. The 
Plasser track recorder EM100 ran through on the down 
at 13 30 on this day and returned prior to 15 30. 


Shepparton news: On Sat.28.10, the down Cobram 
pass. consisted of N469-S301-2xN sets. It is very rare to 
sight an S class on this line, even more so on a pas- 
senger train. On Sun.29.10 an inspection of Shepparton 
yard revealed that T368 was stabled on a down goods, 
T403 was shut down in the yard and A62 was on the 
down Cobram pass. 


Mangalore - Seymour news: A visit to Seymour Loco 
on Sat.28.10 revealed S302, S300, S310 and A62. S310 
had run the 12 30 down pass. earlier that day. At 19 00 


B75 approaches Jacksons Loop with the 11 30 Corio - Dimboola block oil/goods train on Wed.27.9.89. (John Dare) 


the same day N459-X50-X48-X46-6xcarriages-D ran 
through Seymour on the down Albury pass. The 8311 
pass. still regularly has multi power lash-ups. The sur- 
plus power is utilised on up goods trains. On 
Thurs.2.11, 8311 ran with X51-A73 while on Fri.3.11 
the locos were X48-X45. On Mon.6.11, T379-T376- 
T382 were noted on an up Goulburn Valley goods 
while on Sat.11.11 X32-A62 on a down Albury pass. 
had extra cars attached on account of the annual 
pilgrimage of Trinity College to Wangaratta. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Observations on the ‘gauge’: On Sat.28.10 the down | 
Intercapital Daylight was sighted at Benalla at 11 07 
behind 8179. The up Daylight was noted at Seymour at 
18 53 behind 8172. At 19 09 on the same day at Sey- 
mour 8176 went through with a down goods with 16x | 
container flats and 18 x car wagons. On Thurs.2.11 | 
42215 was noted on a down goods at Mangalore. On | 
Tues.7.11 8179 was noted on a special ARHS pass. 
from the ACT on account of the Melbourne Cup. This 
train was crossed by G522-42211 on an up goods train 
at Seymour Loop. 


Different locos on the ‘gauge’: It is believed that 
V/Line are considering placing N class locos on goods 
train working on the ‘gauge’. The reason behind this 
move could be that V/Line wish to operate refrigerated 
containers similar to the operations between Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide. At the same time V/Line wishto | 
remove the G class from the line to operate on the 
broad gauge and place more C class on the standard 
gauge. 


NEWSRAIL 


P18 arrives at Koo-wee-rup on the 09 45 Leongatha pass. at 10 58 on Wed.8.7.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


EAST 


Warragul news: News from the Warragul area is as 
follows: 


* The timekeeping of 8431 the 18 05 down Bairnsdale 
has improved to the extent that lately it has not been 
delayed by the stabling of the 17 53 (4083) down 
Warragul as much as formerly. Examples include 
Wed.18.10, 4083 on time at Warragul, 8431 at signal 
19 34, admitted to platform at 19 38 on time. 
Tues.31.10, 4083 was 2 minutes early at 19 23, 8431 at 
signal 19 34 and admitted 3 minutes early to platform 
at 19 35. Wed.1.11, 8431 admitted 2 early at 19 36 
(same on Thurs.2.11). Against this, on Tues.24.10 
8431 was at signal at 19 36 and not admitted until 
19 44. 

On Wed.25.10, 8423 the 16 58 down Traralgon was 
11 minutes late at Warragul and 4083 and 8431 were 
13 late and 16 late respectively. 

On Tues.31.10 the 09 19 (4030) up Warragul collided 
with a car at the Hope Street crossing at Bunyip at 
about 09 40, killing the only occupant of the car. The 
car was dragged for 187 metres before the train came 
to astop. Buses were used to convey passengers until 
the line was cleared. 

On Sat.4.11, the 17 16 (8427) down Traralgon suf- 
fered delays. First its arrival at Spencer Street from 
the west was late, then after its N class loco was cut 
off five locos reversed onto it, S306-A85-S312-S311- 
S310 with all locos powering. Spencer Street depar- 
ture was 16 late at 17 32. More time was lost at 
Pakenham where 8438 was in the up platform, so 
8427 had to wait until a suburban train left for Dan- 
denong, vacating the down platform. The crews of 
8438 and 8427 then changed over. 8438 must have 
had a long wait as it is scheduled out of Pakenham at 
18 20, and the actual changeover was at 18 40. The 
new crew had trouble estimating where the carriages 
were, behind all those locos and overshot Nar Nar 
Goon completely, having to set back more than the 
full three car lengths. After that, stations were 
approached slowly. Even then the leading car missed 
Garfield platform, while Longwarry, with its 3-car 
length platform was entered very slowly. Warragul 
arrival was at 19 24, 20 late, despite all the power up 
front. 

Melbourne Cup Day on Tues.7.11 saw a modified 
Saturday service with slight alterations to the subur- 
ban running; the final up Traralgon replaced by the 
Mon. to Fri. up Sale, the 12 28 down Traralgon 


* 


* 


* 


* 


JANUARY 1989 


replaced by the Mon. to Fri.13 28 down Sale and the 
18 05 down Bairnsdale replaced by 20 31 down. 
Buses ran to the normal weekday timetable. 

* On Mon.13.11, the 17 05 (8438) up Sale left Warragul 
39 late at 19 09 — so late in fact that the 18 48 (4096) 
up Warragul ran ahead of it. 


METROPOLITAN 


Spencer Street rail train: T390-VZRX-VFRX-VZRF- 
VZRF was observed near platform 2 at Spencer Street 
at 16 00 on Thurs.2.11. Rails had been off loaded in the 
vicinity. 

Sunshine sightings: A few hours trackside at Sunshine 
always provides plenty of variety as Thurs.9.11 shows. 
Up trains sighted included C509-C507-G532 on the 22 
20 (9150) Dry Creek - Dynon express goods, N463 on 
the 14 45 (8140) Ballarat pass. at 16 09, P14 on the 15 42 
(8142) Bacchus Marsh pass. at 16 31, A73 on the 14 55 
(8052) Bendigo pass.at 16 42, 42205 on the 07 45 (8652) 
Intercapital Daylight at 19 58, N475 on the 18 50 (8150) 
Ballarat pass. at 20 29 and A60 on the 18 45 (8062) Ben- 
digo pass. at 20 40. 

Down trains recorded were N456 on the 16 15 (8123) 
pass. to Ballarat at 16 30, A73 on the 17 45 (8043) down 
Northerner at 17 59, A62 on the 17 47 (8131) pass. to Bal- 
larat at 18 02, X53-S307 on the 18 00 (9141) express 
goods to Mildura at 18 25, N469 on the 18 30 (8065) 
pass. to Bendigo at 18 46, BL33-BL27 on the 18 
45(9145) superfreighter to Islington at 19 10 followed 
by G516 on the 18 40 (9669) superfreighter to Brisbane 
at 19 13, 8166 on the 19 10 (9663) superfreighter to 
Chullora at 19 28, Bicentennial 8172 was next on the 
20 10 (9665) express goods to Cooks River at 20 00 
(early), G535-N457 on the 19 20 superfreighter to 
Islington at 19 32, A85 on the 20 05 (8139) pass. to Bal- 
larat at 20 20, C507-C509 on the 21 30 (9149) express 
goods to Dry Creek at 21 59 preceded by the down 
Overland at 21 01 behind N458-N466, X36-T377 (VR) 
on the 21 00 (9083 goods to Deniliquin at 21 46 and 
G523 on the 21 50 (9691) express goods to Cooks River. 


Train damaged: Vandals caused an estimated $36,000 
damage to carriages stabled at Lilydale on Sat.22.10. 
Eighty-one windows of six carriages stabled were 
smashed by rocks and were covered in spray-painted 
graffiti which was described as ‘illegible scribble’. The 
incident was one of the worst on the Lilydale line, 
which has been a constant target of vandal attacks this 
year. 
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Rollingstock 


G542: This loco was placed on register on Sat.14.10. 


Met rail greaser: Harris motors 794M and 797M have 
been converted to rail greasing units at Newport Work- 
shops. Both vehicles have been painted canary yellow. 
As at Thurs.2.11 they had yet to enter service. 


Locos at Newport:As at Fri.20.10 the following locos 
were at Newport for overhaul and/or cab modifi- 
cations. H1, H2, X38, C502, B63 and B82. The future of 
the two B class locos is not known. H2 was outshopped 
on Sat.28.10. 


Stored at Dynon: The following locos were stored at 
Dynon pending withdrawal/removing of number- 
plates on Thurs.2.11: T351, T362, T367, T391, T372 
and T412. T342 (ex APM Maryvale) is at Dynon pend- 


Works 


Mangalore signal box: The Mangalore signal box in its 
final form just managed to celebrate its centenary 
before it was shifted lock, stock and barrel to its new 
home at Avenel. It arrived at the property on Wed.8.11. 


TENDERS 


A recent tender called on behalf of Victoria Transport 
was: St Albans to Sunbury Rail Corridor, expressions 
of interest from organisations with demonstrated 
experience and capabilities in the commercial property 


ing scrapping. T334 (ex APM Maryvale) is at Traralgon 
pending scrapping. 


L1160: This loco has been shifted from North Mel- 
bourne to Dynon, the reason unknown. 


Carriages: AK1 was delivered ex Ballarat Workshops 
on Thurs.19.10 after repainting. N15 was outshopped 
from Newport Workshops on Wed.1.11. N7 was out- 
shopped from Newport Workshops on Thurs.2.11 and 
hauled to Spencer Street by T404-G539. As at 
Thurs.2.11 the following were at Newport Workshops: 
N18 and N9 for overhaul, MTH104 for repairs, SH30 
for bogie repairs, Tarkinji (JRA6) for overhaul and 
refurbishment and SS286 under conversion to BS219 
(almost complete). 


development industry proposing to undertake projects 
complementary to proposed rail improvements in the 
St Albans to Sunbury rail corridor. The Public Trans- 
port Corporation is considering a number of options 
for the staged introduction of rail service improve- 
ments in the corridor which include alternative station 
locations and alternative time frames for staging 
options. The selection and timing of options will be 
influenced by private sector development in the 
corridor. 


X43-X48-X44-T407 pass through Caulfield on an up briquette train, 12 25, Thurs.10.8.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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NEWSRAIL 


sidings at 06 20 on Fri.29.9.89. (Gavin McLaughaln) 


Below: T382 at Korumburra in the rain with a rake of oil tanks 
on Mon.25.9.89. (Rodger McCormack) 


O / L Wodonga pilot, Y152 shunts oil tanks at the Wodonga coal 
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Taildisc i 
RAILWAYS IN THEATRE 


Several stage musicals, some performed recently in 
Melbourne, include scenes set aboard trains. Some of 
these are: 


* On the Twentieth Century: This show was last 
produced by Whitehorse Musical Theatre in 1987. 
The show is set aboard the 20th Century Limited, and 
the set shows both the exterior and the art-deco 
interior, reminiscent of the Overland. Publicity 
photos for the WMT program had been taken 
aboard the Melbourne Limited Johnny Walker club 
car. The theatre tickets were in the form of large rail- 
way tickets. 


* Annie Get Your Gun: The whole of Scene Two is set 
aboard a long distance train, and it is always interest- 
ing to see how different producers imagine the inte- 
rior to be. The set has to be converted from day use 
to night use. 


* Music Man: The opening scene shows travelling 
salesmen aboard a coach car in the US midwest. 


* Bye Bye Birdie: This show has one scene at Pennsyl- 
vania station, New York, with a transition to the 
station at Sweet Apple, Ohio. There is a second 
scene at Sweet Apple station. 


* Starlight Express: This show features a plot based on 
trains racing across the USA. Trains are represented 
by teams of rollerskaters. The set is marked out with 
railway features and the characters are named with 
railway names or puns. The show was seen in Mel- 
bourne in 1988. 


* Cats: One of the scenes in this show features the 
poem ‘Skimbleshanks the Railway Cat’. Various 
members of the cast assemble with a variety of props 
to form a mock up of an old steam locomotive. 


* Camberwell Showtime: This is a variety show 
produced by Girl Guides and Boy Scouts of Cam- 
berwell. The 1987 show featured a set based on the 
Surrey Hills level crossing, complete with working 
boom barriers! One item was a number sung by 
frustrated motorists waiting at the crossing. The 


background flats depicted many of the buildings 
around the crossing. 


* Whitehorse Showtime: This is a variety show pro- 
duced by Guides and Scouts of Box Hill. The 1988 
show featured a song about Puffing Billy, with a set of 
Belgrave station and a loco and three carriages 
shunting around the stage. 


* Melbourne Gang Show: This variety show is pro- 
duced by Guides and Scouts of Melbourne. The 
1989 show featured a song about Puffing Billy (not 
the same song as that which appeared at White- 
horse), with a cardboard 2-6-2T loco manoeuvring 
around the stage. 


* Seven Little Australians: This show has a scene 
aboard a mail train travelling from Sydney to Yarra- 
happini. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include 
full name, address and phone number, and cheque (not 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 20th of each montn. All advertisers are advised 
to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. 
Copies are available on request. 


Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway: Restoring old Healesville 
line. Train trips from Yarra Glen first and last Sundays each 
month. Rail trolley rides every Sunday from Healesville 
station. We need you. Join now, phone (03) 529 5602 or 
write to 13 Centre Road, Vermont 3133 for information on 
our railway and the restoration of J516. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Brass ‘C’ class — 2-8-0 (VR Steamer) mint condition, never 
used. $750. Regrettable sale. Phone 726 9225 note new 
phone number). 


Green and gold meet green and gold as A66 crosses with BL33-BL? at Bacchus Marsh on Sat. 4.11.89. (Bryce Leydon) 
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TRE NOUN Siete COLOUR-ART 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 P.O. BOX 567, PLYMPTON, SOUTH A 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 ae alae 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. AUSTRALIAN RAIL 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. TRANSPORT IN COLOUR 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SS eo SS SS eieimais! | Ee ta les oarth SLIDES 
ur catalogue, listing over 600 quality slides of 
P, J, P, PR DUCTIONS | Australian locomotives is now EU AIeEIE. The listings 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 1 feature steam, diesel and electric locomotives from all 
1 states, including private railways and preservation 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 1 groups. pometing 1! everyone. Send $4.50 to 
: : 
| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 1 rluareostige = alk eal 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. | 
SSeS ciaabaal- 
BRANCH LINE - 
Pr ees Cee RS CRS ERE Bees NT 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY P A.R.HLS. 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset sag ne tad Vic. 3136 | Railway Museum 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 q 
| OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. I Open every Saturday and Sunday and Public 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. J Holidays except Christmas Day and Good 
ee ee ee ee ee | Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 
I TRAIN WORLD Also on school holidays: Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 
| 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. Mid-week visits by arrangement — Tel. 596 3249. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays ae, A ‘i _ 
| Wicsaciiee-and Books sew Ghd Uacd Meals I Miniature — rides: gis Sunday of month 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK I : ena te pyernaer 
\ Direct Importers Bankcard welcome Champion Road, North Williamstown 


Transport House 

589 Collins Street Telephone 
RAILFAN Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
SHOP Australia F 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 

PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 
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If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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“Quality without Compromise’. _\N BRASS 
These models will be handerafted in 


Korea by SAMHONGSA co. LTD.. util- 


ing 
reflected in the quality 


demanded by Precision 


V/LINE 


“N” CLASS 


IN HO SCALE 


and features 
Scale Models. 


posit) are being accepted. 


nied by a $100 de 
urn mail. 


Orders for both models (accompa 
pt will be issued by ret 


Confirmation and recei 


V.R. and V/LINE 


“T" CLASS 


IN HO SCALE 
* Series 2, high nos 
+ Series 3. low nose, VR. 
* Series 3, low nose, V/LINE 


Regrettably, Series 2, high nose, 
V/LINE has SOLD OUT! 


e, VR. 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 
CONSTANT REVERSI 
utilising Fibre Optics a 
LIT HEAD BOARDS. 

* POSITIVELY LOCATED, RECESSED ET 
NUMBER PLATES (A range of differen 
CAB DETAIL WITH GLAZED WINDOWS. 
(CHEMICALLY BLACKENED WHEELS. 

4 “EQUALISING, sP Ss 

ELECTRICAL PICK-UP OFF ALL WHEELS. 
FACTORY PAINTWORK AND DECALLING 

WITH PROTECTIVE COATING. 


NG LIGHTING 
nd L.E.D.'s with on/off switch. 
CHED BRASS 
+ numbers supplied) - 


* «MAIL ORDER * 
PPOINTMENT * 
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: % COUNTER SALES BY A 
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RECIS 


A Division of 
P.S.M. De 
velopments (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
Incorporated in Vi 
in Victoria 


P.O. BOX 15, B 
. BURWOOD 3125 
Vi 
CTORIA, AUSTRALIA —: Phone: (03)8 
: 01 1889 — F 
‘ax: (03)801 5225 


nternationa SD:61- 01 1889 — Fax SD 6143) 801 5225 
¥] (I 3) 8 ax: ( 


“BY, 
ILT TO A STANDARD — NOT TO. A PRICE” 
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